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One practice that I systematically incorporated into my life several years ago is the 

practice of self-evaluation.  Four times each year, I write down a few things that I ‘think’ I am 

doing well and several things that I need to improve upon.   At that point, I set goals to at-

tempt to improve on the things I do poorly; unfortunately, I am not always successful on 

changing my weaknesses immediately, but I love trying to become a better educator each 

day.  In my opinion, creating a plan and being aware of my issues has really helped me address 

weaknesses and improve. 

Teachers/Coaches/Administrators never reach a place where they can say have per-

fected their craft.  Education is a living organism that is constantly evolving, changing, and 

adapting to our ever changing youth.  Some people would find that to be maddening, but 

personally I LOVE IT!  What better profession than one that you can constantly get better, 

work harder, and try to improve.  We always try to corporate a lot of self-reflecting at Lake-

view on areas we can continue to improve.  We have one goal which is to provide the best 

education possible for our students.  That can’t be done without looking inward at things we 

can improve upon. 

If you can find some time this spring, I would encourage you to sit down with your 

student and do some self-evaluation. Use this process to set some goals to improve over 

this last quarter of the school year. Motivation often lacks in students as they begin to think 

about the upcoming summer months. This practice may help keep everyone motivated to 

finish the school year on a great note. If nothing else, practicing self-reflection and setting 

goals will be a good experience to share with your child! 
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Congratulations to Madelyn Leon Carillo for being selected as 

the Viking Way Student of the Month for                    

February!  Madelyn brings a great attitude to school! She 

works hard and is a great student! She is also very responsible 

and is a good helper on the bus. Great job Madelyn!   

Congratulations to Elle Badstieber for being selected as the   

Viking Way Student of the Month for February!  Elle does 

and excellent job in her academics! Elle is willing to go above and 

beyond her teacher's expectations. She is also willing to help 

others and has a great attitude. Awesome job Elle!  

2020-2021 Yearbooks -LAST CHANCE! Get yours ordered TODAY!  Every student 
should have a copy of this awesome keepsake to archive this year! The yearbook    
includes all students in grades 7-12. Students have access to an order form to bring 
home, or you can get one in the office. You can also order directly online at 
www.yearbookforever.com. Don’t miss out and order yours TODAY! Price is $55! Final 
day to order is April 30!!  

http://www.yearbookforever.com/
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Shell Creek Elementary celebrated Read Across America week March 1st, 2nd, and 3rd!  It was a fun-filled 
week of reading and celebrating books in the library and throughout the whole school for all students in Kin-
dergarten through 6th grade. 
 

Students enjoyed buddy reading, where students in older grades visited classrooms in the younger grades 
and paired up to read the littles books.  Another highlight of Read Across America week is the dress up 
days.  On Monday students relaxed in their pajamas 
(The Sleep Book), on Tuesday students found a twin 

Read Across America Week at Shell Creek!  

As the weather begins to shift and we enter the fourth quarter, sixth grade is showing us that they are ready 
to move on to bigger, better, things. In math, we have just finished learning how to find the circumference 
and area of a circle. The sixth graders also just finished reading Number the Stars by Lois Lowry and learn-
ing about the Holocaust for reading! Sixth graders will have junior high orientation on April 13th. The end is 
near and nine weeks can’t go fast enough for this anxious and excited group of students!  

-Mr. Ahlers 
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 Acceptance Month 
(Information from Autism Society of America) 

 

 April has widely been known as “Autism Awareness Month” in the United States as a way to empower 
autistic individuals and their families. This year, the autism community is calling for a shift in language to 
match the growing need for acceptance within the community. This April, we recognize “Autism Acceptance 
Month”. Autism community advocates are using the term “acceptance” as a means of more fully integrating 
those 1 in every 54 Americans living with autism into our social fabric. 

 

 Autism is a complex, lifelong developmental disability that can impact a person’s social skills,        
communication, relationships, and self-regulation. It is a “spectrum condition” that affects people differently 
and to varying degrees. If you are concerned about your child, please reach out to your school’s classroom 
teacher, resource teacher, or speech-language pathologist. An educational determination is made by a     
multidisciplinary evaluation team of various school professionals. The evaluation results are reviewed to     
determine whether a student qualifies for special education and related services under the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). While there is currently no know single cause of autism, early diagnosis 
helps a person receive the support and services that they need, which can lead to a quality life filled with    
opportunity. 

Hi, my name is Karlee Wright and I am a second year teacher from Hastings, Nebraska. Last year I was a 
special education teacher for Grand Island Public Schools.  I am now teaching special education at Shell 
Creek and Platte Center. I spend my mornings at Shell Creek with third and fourth grade students and in the 
afternoons I am at Platte Center with second, third and fourth grade students. I love the opportunity to meet 
teachers at both schools and to connect and build relationships with all the students. This past year I also 
coached freshman volleyball. We had a great season and I am looking forward to next year. I am so blessed 
to be a part of the Lakeview community and have loved teaching and coaching this past year.  

The first graders enjoyed Read Across America Week, March 1-3. On Monday they got to wear their pajamas to school based on 

“The Sleep Book.” Tuesday was twin day. (Thing 1 & Thing 2) Wednesday was wear a hat to school day for “The Cat in the Hat.” 

We also buddied up with our 3rd grade friends from Mrs. Rodehorst’s class to do some directed drawings of different Dr. Seuss 

characters. We’d also like to thank Student Council for our new pencils.   

Mrs. Paben 
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Viking award winners for February  

Natalia Riojas~Gr. 2  Kamryn Sprunk ~Gr. 5  

Winners of the “Read Across America” Bookmark Contest !  

Platte Center staff voted on the students’ bookmarks, hosted by Librarian, Sheri Wessel.  The winners 
are:  1st~Kamryn Sprunk, 2nd~Jesus Pineda, 3rd~Carter Wemhoff  
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Happy February Birthdays!!!  

Para for a Day!  Mrs. Wessel was recently the winner of a free personal Day courtesy of 
Dr. Plas.  True to his word, Dr. Plas subbed for Mrs. Wessel at Platte Center Elementary 
on Friday, February 26, performing Mrs. Wessel’s duties of Kindergarten Para and       
Librarian.  We think Dr. Plas enjoyed his day and now has a renewed respect for working 
with Kindergarten and grade school students.  It was exhausting, yet rewarding. 
 

The Pipe Puppy Pride 
Award goes to ………. 

First Grade!  They were the                
best-behaved class at the 

Birthday Assembly. 



  Page 15  

 



  Page 16  

 

St. John’s Lutheran School performed their 18th Annual musical, “Go, Go, Jonah!” 
on Sunday, March 14th.  Students visited a biblical museum to see  the story of     
Jonah come alive.  (The visitors cast grades 4th-8th) The kindergarten and 1st    
graders were Yeoman and the 2nd-3th graders were Ninevites.  The singing and 
dancing was energetic as they shared the message of forgiveness and grace.  We 
are very grateful to all that helped make this production awesome! 
 

Our semi-annual Fish Fry is planned March 19th at the Creston Gym.  Our school 
and Daycare families will put on the meal and funds will be divided between 
them.  We will enjoy a time of food and fellowship and all are welcome! 
 

We will have a Meet and Greet for our Early Childhood Parent Information Night 
which will be held Monday, March 22nd from 6:30-7:30 pm at the school.  We’d love 
to share information about our Preschool, Pre-kindergarten, and K-8 classes at St. 
John’s.  Call the school at 402-285-0335 for more details. 
 

Our 6th through 8th grade students meet with Pastor Birtell for Confirmation classes 
several mornings each week.  The 8th grade students are preparing for their       
Confirmation on Palm Sunday, March 28th.   
 

Happy Spring to all of you!  We are thankful for good weather and are preparing for a 
beautiful Spring! 
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Lakeview FFA Alumni & Supporters Receive Awards at State Convention 

The Lakeview FFA Alumni & Supporters Chapter was the recipient of several awards at the 2021 Nebraska 

FFA Alumni & Supporters Annual meeting in York on March 7th.  

The Robert “Bob” Clausen Outstanding Achievement Award is given to individuals who are active in their  

local and/or state alumni chapters. They must demonstrate effective leadership skills and passion for support-

ing FFA. The 2020 recipients were (l to r) Jamie & Jenny Meyer and Ryan and June Loseke. 

The Lakeview FFA Alumni & Supporters Chapter was awarded 

a Gold rating on their Outstanding Chapter Award             

Application. Alumni chapters are recognized for service to 

their chapter, their community, FFA, and Agriculture            

Education. Receiving the Gold award plaques were (l to r) Jill 

Goedeken representing the Lakeview FFA Alumni &           

Supporters Chapter and Matt Scholz representing the Crete 

FFA Alumni & Supporters Chapter. 
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  Lakeview Education Foundation   

The Lakeview Education Foundation is excited to once again, support and award Mini 
Grants to teachers throughout the Lakeview Community School District.   
 

This will be the fourth year, that the Lakeview Education Foundation will be offering multi 

Teacher Mini Grants for up to $1,000.  Each year, the LEF requests that teachers submit    

applications for projects that they feel will enhance their ability to help students learn.  As in 

past years, three $1,000 grants have been awarded to teachers, one going to a Kindergarten – 

4th grade teacher, one going to a 5th grade – 8th grade teacher and one grant going to a 9th 

grade – 12th grade teacher. 

 
It’s exciting to see the numerous creative ideas/proposals submitted by Lakeview Communi-

ty School teachers.  Ingenious thinking, going on within classrooms by submitting… innova-

tive project(s), teaching strategy or new technology.  Thanks to the efforts and out-of-box 

thinking form our outstanding teachers within the LEF district. 

The 2020 – 2021 LEF Teacher Innovation Grants were awarded to the following: 

 Kindergarten through 4th Grade: 
 Jody Jarecki & Holly Sprunk – Platte Center Elementary, Item Request:Ipad Stylus 
 and Protective Cases – Total Cost $674.25 
 5th Grade through 8th Grade 
 Miranda Hellbusch & Mollie Rambour – Shell Creek Elementary and Platte Center 
 Elementary,  Lifetime Membership to School Counselor World – Total Cost $549.00 
 9th Grade through 12th Grade 
 Aaron Wilson – Lakeview High School, Item Request:  CarScan Code Reader + ABS/
 SRS/ Module Scan OBD-II Scan Tool x 2 – Total Cost $1,000.00 
 
Over the course of four years, the Lakeview Education Foundation has awarded $13,148.11 

through Teacher Innovation Grants to teachers throughout Lakeview Community Schools.  It 

is through your support/donations that we can provide the necessary funding for projects that 

teachers feel will enhance their ability to help students learn. 

Please remember the Foundation when giving in memorials, in your estate plan and watch 

for updates for this year’s Big Red Night event to be held on Friday, July 30.  Also, all    

golfers, make plans to participate in the 6th Annual Richard Kamm Memorial Golf         

Tournament on Sunday, August 29. 

Invest in our School, our Students, our Future 

Inspire community involvement to establish and support critical learning for all students 

throughout Lakeview Community Schools. 
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http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
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Booster Club has lots of new Lakeview items! Call Crystal Klug at 

402-910-1289 to set up a time to shop for your Lakeview gear. 
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